"The parents of a man from Stockport who's been missing in Ibiza for more
than a year are on Mainland Spain today (September 28th) to celebrate his
40th birthday and appeal for information to trace him.

Jeffrey Hodgson who has a mental age of eight should be celebrating at home
in Stockport with his family and friends, but he has not been seen since
the 8th July 2001 when he wandered off as his parents, Beryl and Derek,
were booking in at the reception of their Ibiza hotel.

The family had booked a holiday at the island's Club Playa Hotel in the
Cala Llonga resort on Sunday July 8, 2001.

After Jeffrey's disappearance Spanish police scoured the island by
helicopter for signs of the Edgeley man, while divers were called in to
search stretches of water and underground wells.

Jeff's parents were joined in Cala Llonga by his sister Janet, her partner
Andy and brothers David and Steven. They conducted their own searching
efforts and handed out hundreds of leaflets around the island, the airport,
its markets and shops with the help of volunteers from the travel company
and holidaymakers.

Hopes were raised even further when K9, the Yorkshire-based search and
rescue organisation, arrived on the island with two of their specially
trained dogs on Thursday 19 July 2001. They undertook a detailed search of
the resort and its immediate area. K9 were joined by a Spanish police
officer and his dog who carried on the search into the weekend. They also
used trail bikes to search the rough ground at the side of the roads
leading out of the resort, as well as searching the immediate coastline by
boat, but no traces of Jeffrey were found.

Jeffrey's mum Beryl, describes her vulnerable son:

"Jeffrey's like a kid trapped in a man's body. He can latch on to people
because he does that here in Stockport, so it's likely he would do the same
over in Spain.

"Jeffrey was 38 when he went missing, but has the mental age of a young
boy. If anyone sees him he has an awkward walk, and he often has his head
bowed and a lopsided gait. Sometimes when he walks he will mumble to
himself, but he is not dangerous.

"Jeffrey loves groups of people and is very approachable. He would not
think twice about going to talk to people he does not know, and it is
likely he could have become mixed up with other groups of people."

On Sunday 22nd July 2001 Jeffrey's parents Beryl and Derek were forced to
return home, where they continued the hunt for their beloved son.

Since then, the family and friends of Jeffrey have repeatedly returned to
Ibiza in a bid to find him. They have handed out thousands of leaflets and
put up posters across the Island.

They are now extending their search to mainland Spain, as they believe
Jeffrey could have left Ibiza.

Jeffrey's dad Derek said:

"If Jeffrey has got friendly with a group of people he would follow them
onto a bus or a ferry, without thinking where they were going. He has no
fear of unknown situations and once he has a routine he would be completely
happy where he was.

"It is likely he may have got a job, clearing glasses in a bar or washing
up in a restaurant. Although Jeffrey has the mental age of an 8 year old he
can hold down a job, and he would be able to work to support himself,
although he would still need help so that he can live from day to day.

The Hodgson family had a particularly happy holiday in San Pedro on the
Costa Del Sol in 2000 and it is possible Jeffrey has remembered this and
has made his way back to that area. So, today his parents are widening
their search to include mainland Spain. They are urging anyone who has seen
anyone matching Jeffrey's description to contact the local police. Jeffrey
was 38 years old at the time of his disappearance in July 2001. He will be
40 today, although he has a mental age of 8.

At the time of his disappearance, Jeffrey was wearing a white Stockport
County football shirt over a small check, short-sleeved yellow and blue
cotton shirt with collar.

He is 5ft 7ins tall and of medium build, with dark brown hair, with touches
of grey. Jeffrey has blue eyes.

If you see Jeffrey the message is clear: be yourself, be friendly and
introduce yourself. Jeffrey is friendly and will talk to people.

There are many people you can contact to help the search. Parents, Beryl
and Derek Hodgson, can be contacted at The Family & Friends of Jeffrey, 104
Edgeley Road, Edgeley Road, Edgeley, Stockport, Cheshire, SK3 0TT. The
group can be emailed at info@wheresjeffrey.org

There's also the National Missing Persons Helpline at
www.missingpersons.org - their telephone number is 0500 700 700.


Stockport Police can also be contacted directly on 0161 856 9726 or 856
9727.

Jeffrey's 40th birthday.

If Jeffrey had been at home today, his family and friends would have thrown
a huge party for him. Today is a particularly difficult day for all the
family, but they are determined to keep their spirits up.

Jeffrey's parents, Beryl and Derek said:

"Every day since Jeffrey disappeared has been very difficult, but his 40th
birthday is even harder for all the family and friends. Everywhere we go is
a constant reminder of Jeffrey.”

"Jeffrey is always excited about birthdays and Christmas and we would have
been planning a massive birthday party for Jeffrey today, we will have to
put that on hold but when he does come home you can guarantee it will be
the biggest celebration Stockport has ever seen.”


"Jeffrey always gets up really early on his birthday and can't wait to open
his presents, he is just like a little boy."





